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AGE OF HOUSING
Between 1970 and 2010, 
there was a steady growth 
of roughly 900-1,000 new 
units in Hancock County 
per decade.  As Figure 
3.6 reveals, 63 percent of 
units were built prior to 
1990.  As will be discussed 
later, there is a significant 
number of historic homes 
and National Register 
eligible properties in the 
County.  Protection and 
rehab of these properties 
is important for several 
reasons including safety, 
historic preservation and 
economic development.  
Based on community 
input, a portion of the non-
historic housing units also 
require rehab.  Developing 
partnerships with agencies 
like USDA Rural Development, applying for grants, and utilizing historic tax credit funding to assist 
homeowners with rehab should be explored.
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Figure 3.5:  Median Values for 
Owner-Occupied Homes

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Summary File 3 and 2009-2013 American 
Community Survey

HOME VALUE AND RENT
Home values increased roughly  28 
percent over the study period of 
2000-2013.  Data from the 2013 
ACS reveals that median value 
reached $67,800 in Hancock 
County.  Although this value is 
significantly lower than the state 
value of $151,300, one must 
remember that large metropolitan 
areas like Atlanta contribute to 
the overall number.  Just as home 
values have risen, so have rents.  
Median rents in the county rose 
nearly $400, from $277 in 2000 
to $666 in 2013.  The 2013 value 
remains lower than that of the 
state, which was $860. 
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Figure 3.6:  Age of Housing Stock

Source:  2009-2013 American Community Survey Estimates
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